NAMIBIA
ELEPHANT CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERING

EXPERIENCE AN ADVENTURE WITH IMPACT
Sleep under the stars and get directly involved
in this rewarding adventure in rural Namibia to
conserve desert-dwelling elephants.
Collaborate with rural communities, track the
elephants and engage in projects that minimise
human-elephant conflict in this water scarce
country.

Contact for more information
Maria Hauck
maria@youth4conservation.co.za
www.youth4conservation.co.za
+27-82-821-0438
Youth 4 Conservation

COMMUNITY
CONSERVATION
PROJECTS

OPTIONAL: SCHOOL
RENOVATIONS

OPTIONAL: GROUP
TREK & NAVIGATION

RESEARCH

WILDLIFE

DISCOVER

ACT IV ITIES

Immersed in the vast desert landscapes of Namibia, you will be actively involved in conservation efforts
that protect one of only two desert-dwelling elephant populations in the world!

COMMUNITY CONSERVATION PROJECTS

OPTIONAL: SCHOOL RENOVATIONS

OPTIONAL: GROUP TREK & NAVIGATION

A key activity of this experience is collaborating
with local communities to protect water points
that have been damaged by elephants. Due
to drought, conflict emerges when elephants
damage community structures to gain access
to water, often having significant impacts on
people and their livelihoods.

Through extra fundraising, you may also
have the opportunity to engage with
schools and young children to uplift their
classrooms, paint murals on walls and
create awareness about living closely with
wild elephants.

Instead of the elephant patrol, a group can opt
to participate in a multi-day trek through the
Ugab River and surrounding desert. This is an
incredible opportunity to hike through Namibia’s
dramatic landscape, including canyons,
riverbeds and desert plains, learning map
reading and navigation skills.
Supported by guides, you will be
trekking through elephant terrain,
camping under the stars and
cooking over the fire. This is a
significant personal achievement
and one which may also be
eligible for certain Awards
Programmes.

You will be involved in building
thick walls around these water
sources to allow the elephants
to drink at the same time as
protecting community pumps
and water tanks from further
damage.

This engagement
builds relationships with
communities, supports
local infrastructure
development and
promotes safety in order to
minimise human-elephant
conflict.

RESEARCH

WILDLIFE

Learn about tracking desert-dwelling elephants
and collect important information about
different herds and their behaviour. In order
to prevent conflict, monitoring the movements
of elephants is crucial for understanding areas
with increased elephant activity and exposure
to humans.
Elephant patrols are also important for
documenting births, deaths, GPS locations
and developing identikits for
each individual elephant. All
data is captured into an online
database that further informs
conflict management and
conservation efforts.

The key focus of this experience is on the
desert-dwelling elephants of Northern
Namibia. They are not a subspecies, but
a unique population that has adapted to
their extreme desert environment through
learned behaviours. There is only one
other population of elephants like this in
the world, found in Mali. While learning
to track the elephants and monitor their
behaviour, you will have the unique
opportunity to observe these gentle
giants.
You will also be exposed
to other wild animals
while you are conducting
elephants patrols,
including giraffe, zebra,
kudu, ostrich, oryx, hyena
and hundreds of beautiful
birds.

DISCOVER
You will be exposed to the wide open, wild
spaces of Africa! The stark beauty of Namibia is
captivating, with its red sands, dry riverbeds and
utter remoteness. This is a place of quiet, where
the night sky seemingly goes on forever. You
will have sleep outs every night! Sometimes you
will sleep outside of villages and when you are
on patrol, you sleep in a new place every night,
ending up wherever your tracking takes you.
This is an experience of a lifetime!
Learn the real challenges of conservation,
balancing the needs of
people and wildlife in a harsh
environment where resources
are scarce. Engage with local
communities to understand their
challenges and learn first-hand
how to track and understand
elephant behaviour. Skills like
cooking over a fire are an
added bonus!

TRAVEL
For school groups, international flights from main centres in
Southern Africa will be organised to Walvis Bay, Namibia.
Land transfers from Walvis Bay to Base Camp along the
Ugab River are approximately 4-5 hours. Small groups and
school trips can travel on flexible dates whereas individual
volunteers (18+) will be transported to Base Camp on
Mondays.
Individual volunteers: Please note that all individual
volunteers will need to arrive to the town of Swakopmund
the Sunday before their Monday pickup. Please contact us
to give you more information on transport arrangements.

CLIMATE
Average day temperatures in summer (Nov - March) range
from 25°C to 35°C, sometimes rising above 40°C in the desert.
This is also the rainy season, with occasional afternoon
thunderstorms. In winter (May - Oct), temperatures during
the day can range from 20°C to 30°C, but during the night it
can get as low as 5°C. Winter is the dry season.

ELECTRICITY AND INTERNET
There is no wifi at Base Camp and solar electricity is limited
but there is a small power station to charge the essentials.
During the patrol or trek, you will be without electricity and
we recommend a power bank for charging important items.

SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS
Special diets are catered for
whenever possible, so please
contact us for special requests.
There are no shops while on
the programme so please
bring any snacks or extras with
you. For individual volunteers
that arrive on the Sunday,
you will have an opportunity
to purchase items at the
many shops located in
Swakopmund before departure.

PACKING LIST
This will be provided at the
time of booking to assist
with the dilemma of what to
bring.
Clothes are climate
dependent but the general
rule is to layer, as it can be very
hot during the day and cool at
night (especially in winter). In
addition, neutral clothes are
important, especially during
tracking and patrols, so you
blend in with your surroundings.
Other
recommendations
will be given to you on your
packing list.

ADDIT I O N A L I N F O

ITINERARY
A typical programme for all our volunteers will include
a two-part itinerary. The focus of the first half of the
programme is on working with local communities to build
protective walls around their water sources, or to build
new water holes for elephants away from people.
The second half of the programme focusses on
tracking and monitoring the elephants on
patrol and wild-camping.
A sample 10-day school group itinerary
can be sent to you upon request. It is
important to note that this itinerary is
flexible and there is an option, for example,
to exchange the patrol experience with an
adventurous group trek that explores the area
on foot and includes navigational skills.
In addition, for an extra ‘add-on’, school groups can
fundraise to spend the first half of their programme
working with local schools on renovation and upliftment
projects. Depending on the interests and objectives of
your group, we are happy to develop an itinerary that
works for you.

CAMP LIFE
Base camp is located north of Swakopmund
along the Ugab River.
Here you will be
sleeping on a treehouse platform, under the
stars, and overshadowed by the red cliff faces
of the valley. You will share simple ablutions
and showers and have access to a
common area for eating and relaxing.
This will be your base between main
activities, where you will return for a
much-needed shower.
While working in the communities
and while on elephant patrol, you
will be ‘wild camping’, where facilities
are basic and you can experience the
magic and sounds of wild Africa. If the
weather requires it, tents will be provided.
All meals are provided and cooked over the
fire as you learn to live a nomadic lifestyle!
Opportunities to relax during the midday heat
are provided and the evenings are spent
around the campfire.

HEALTH AND
MEDICAL
All
participants
should obtain their
own medical advice
prior to arrival and
are required to have
medical
insurance
in the case of an
emergency.
All medical coverage
must
include
air
evacuation, due to
the remoteness of the
Camp. The project site
is considered malariafree,
but
please
consult a physician.

O BJECTIVES & IMP A CT

W HY US?

Youth 4 Conservation partners with a non-profit,
award-winning, organisation in Namibia which
works daily with the conservation challenges of
desert-dwelling elephants.

We specialise in high schools, youth groups, young
adults and families.

The bulk of their activities are funded through the
participation of volunteers in their programme.
Thus, we have established a collaboration to
expose youth to real conservation challenges on
the ground, highlighting the need to understand
human challenges in addition to protecting
elephant populations.

We provide authentic ‘hands-on’ multi-day experiences,
organised from start to finish.

This is a powerful opportunity for young people
to engage in contemporary debates and to
meaningfully impact on human-wildlife conflict.
All volunteer activities are directly contributing to
assisting local communities with the challenge of
living closely with elephants. Ultimately, the goal is
to promote the peaceful co-habitation of people
and elephants for the future and benefit of both.

We only partner with conservation programmes that aim
to achieve sustained positive impacts on the ground.
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O UR EX PERIENCES

W HAT ’ S I NCL UDE D?

At Youth 4 Conservation, we are passionate about
supporting meaningful conservation work and
exposing school groups and young adults to
life-changing experiences.

• Return flights to Walvis Bay, Namibia (for school
groups)

For this programme we work with:
• high school groups (between 10-20 participants)

• Accommodation (basic
camping)

• individual young adults

• Food (all meals)

• families

• Private transfer to Base Camp (4-5 hours)

• All activities

R AT ES

• Volunteer certificate
to add to your CV or
resume

Refer to our website or contact us directly for the
rates for our different experiences.

• Branded peak hat

In order to promote African conservation
adventures to local youth, we offer special rates
to SADC residents (Southern African Development
Community).
Rates for school groups include all travel costs,
whereas travel costs are quoted separately for
international volunteers.

• In-country support

W HAT ’ S EXCL UDE D?
• All flights for international volunteers
• Travel insurance (including medical and cancellation)
• Visas (if required)
• All items of a personal nature (snacks, etc).

